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Compatibility between Special Sort of Gradation and
Particular Unity of Existence: Exposition Based on the
Perspective of ‘Allamah Tabataba’i
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Ph.D. in Teacher Education in Islamic Studies with a Specialization in
Theoretical Foundations of Islam, University of Tehran
(khsepehri@yahoo.com)

The common perspective on the relationship between the
special sort of gradation (tashkik-i khassi) and the particular unity
(al-wahdat al-shakhsi) of existence suggests their contradiction.
According to this view, if one adheres to the particular unity of
existence, they must go past the special sort of gradation and
believe in the gradation of manifestations of existence rather than
the gradation of existence. However, ‘Allamah Tabataba’1, in his
"Conversations," presents a different perspective and believes that
these two concepts are not contradictory. This article, employing
a descriptive-analytical approach, aims to elucidate the manner of
compatibility between the special sort of gradation and the
particular unity of existence based on the philosophical
foundations of ‘Allamah Tabataba’1. Finally it becomes evident
that, according to ‘Allamah Tabataba'ms viewpoint, every cause
has an encompassing distinction concerning its effect and, as a
result, enjoys a category absoluteness (itlag-i magsami).
Additionally, he believes that although the effect does not have an
independent existence, it does exist. These principles lead to the
explanation of the particular unity of existence due to its category
absoluteness and the clarification of gradation of existence
because of the existence of effects.

Keywords: Special Sort of Gradation, Particular Unity of Existence,

Category Absoluteness, Encompassing Distinction,

Cause and Effect, Copulative Existence.
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