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Abstract

One of the important debates in the philosophy of mind is the
issue of "personal identity"; that is, people still have numerical
unity despite their quantitative and qualitative changes. Every
person intuitively and definitively understands his personal
identity, but providing a rational explanation of the "criterion" of
said identity is a complex issue exposed many disagreements.
Most of the philosophers of the mind have considered "mental
continuity" as the criterion of personal identity by denying the
single human soul and considering physical continuity
insufficient. This article aims to explain and evaluate the mental
criterion, using the analytical and critical method, after explaining
the different interpretations of the criterion, from a philosophical
point of view, to the internal inconsistencies of this theory, such
as "the problem of mental branching" and "the ineffectiveness of
continuity in justifying the claim" and then points to some
theological consequences of the mental criterion and shows that
this theory is not compatible with some definitive teachings of
religion such as resurrection and the issue of reward and
punishment and logically leads to opposing them.
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