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Abstract

The issue of the agency of the Almighty is one of the important
philosophical issues that every philosophical and even theological
school has its own perspective on. The peripatetic, and at the head
of them, Ibn Sina, consider the Necessary Being to be the Agent
by providence and the knowledge before creation to be that by
providence, and they believe that this knowledge is knowledge by
correspondence like drawn forms and it is necessary to the
Necessary Essence and the origin of the creation of things. In
addition to being criticized by philosophers, who believe that the
peripatetic, by reading drawn forms, deprives the Necessary
Essence of the perfection of knowledge, which is impossible, it is
also seriously criticized by the narrations of Imam Ali (a), in such
a way that with these narrations, the incorrectness of the view of
the Agent by providence regarding the Almighty can be proven.
Most of the Imam's statements on this subject link the obligatory
agency with the way in which he knows, and by explaining them,
they dispel incorrect notions and doubts about the agency and
knowledge of the Almighty. Criticism of the view can be inferred
from three groups of these narrations, which, in aggregate, do not
consider this theory worthy of the position and suitable for God:
The first group is the narrations that, unlike the peripatetic, deny
the acquired knowledge of the Almighty. The second group is the
statements that, by denying God's need for others, deny any model
or example for the creation of beings, from which it can be
inferred that the model and example of the created forms for the
creation of things is negated. The third group is the narrations that
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say that there is no intermediary between God and his knowledge,
through which it is possible to criticize the view of the agent by
providence that depicts the intermediary of the created forms
between God and beings. The aforementioned criticisms have
been obtained by the method of derivation and inference from the
narrations of the Imam, and in the stage of analyzing and
comparing the viewpoint of the agent by providence with them,
an analytical-rational method has been used.

Keywords: Imam Ali (A), Wajib al-Wujud, Ibn Sina, Agent by
Providence, Fa'il-i bil-Inayah, Drawn Forms.
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