Theosophia Practica

Print ISSN: 2008-9309
Online ISSN: 2783-4131

Explaining the Mode of Existence of
Divine Traditions Based on the Principles of
Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-e Muta‘aliyah)

Sajjad Azarian'®, Hasan Moallemi’

! Department of Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Philosophy and Ethics, Bagir-Al-Olum University,
Qom, Iran (Corresponding author). sajjadazarian83@gmail.com

2 Department of Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Philosophy and Ethics, Bagir-Al-Olum University,
Qom, Iran. h.moallemi57@gmail.com

Abstract

Divine traditions, meaning the laws governing divine actions, have long attracted the
attention of Islamic exegetes, and in later periods, the interest of theologians; however,
philosophical studies in this field are rarely found. One of the fundamental philosophical-
ontological questions concerning divine traditions pertains to the manner of their existence.
This study, employing a rational-analytical method and grounded in the principles of
Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-e Muta ‘aliyah), investigates the extension of this
philosophical system in explaining how divine traditions exist. Specifically, the research
focuses on questions such as: what is the ontological mode of divine traditions; do they
belong to existence or quiddity (mahiyyah); do they possess external existence or not; and
are they mentally posited (i tibari dhihni) or objectively real (‘ayni). In this context,
the ontology of divine traditions is analyzed through the lens of the four causes (‘ilal
al-arba ‘ah), alongside an explanation of certain attributes and characteristics of these
divine traditions. The findings indicate that divine traditions are not quiddative entities;
rather, they are among the properties of existence and possess an objective reality that is
actualized in the very existence of beings in the external world. Moreover, the concept of
“tradition” and the notions signifying divine traditions belong to the category of secondary
philosophical intelligibles (ma ‘qilat thanawt falsafi). All divine traditions operate under
the general law of causality, which endows them with universality, immutability, order, and
hierarchical structure.
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