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Abstract

Moral conscience (Wijdan Akhlaqi) is one of the significant and controversial issues
among thinkers in some fields of knowledge, especially exegesis (Tafsir) and ethics
(Akhlaq). The question arises whether humans fundamentally possess a conscience (Wijdan)
and, consequently, a moral conscience; and if so, what are its nature and functions? The
present research, utilizing a descriptive-analytical method and a Quranic approach, by
employing certain verses, especially the Verse of Inspiration (Ayah Al Ilham) and the
Verse of Nature (Ayah Fitrah), and by citing valid commentaries regarding them,
demonstrated that not only can one believe in conscience as the self (Nafs) itself or one of
its faculties, but according to some verses, conscience possesses insight-related and
inclination-related functions. Regarding the Verse of Inspiration (Ayah lham), although
most commentators have interpreted it as the innate and conscientious awareness of
humans regarding good and bad, they have not discussed the type of this insight and
awareness, whether it is of the category of acquired knowledge (‘Ilm Husiil1) or presential
knowledge (‘Ilm Hudari), or their discussions often indicate acquired knowledge. The
claim of the present research is that at least the Verse of Inspiration (Ayah Ilham) indicates
human insight and presential knowledge regarding some goods and evils. The Verse of
Nature (Ayah Fitrah), in addition to innate insight, also possesses innate inclination;
meaning that innate guidance, in addition to innate insights and awarenesses regarding
good and bad, also includes innate inclinations to perform good deeds and abandon bad
deeds. Consequently, humans not only are innately and conscientiously inclined to perform
good deeds and abandon bad deeds, but also possess conscientious knowledge and insight,
whether presential or acquired, regarding good and bad.
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