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Abstract

The Principle of Oneness, as a fundamental principle in explaining causality and the
emanation of existence, necessitates the impossibility of the emanation of multiplicity from
a single, inherently unified being This is because such emanation would require multiple
qualities and distinct determinations in the originating agent, which contradicts the absolute
unity of the essence of the necessary existent. Throughout history, this principle has had
both proponents and opponents Philosophers such as Avicenna (Ibn Stna) and Nasir al-Din
al-TasT considered the Principle of Oneness to be self-eident and in accordance with the
innate nature of reason. In contrast, theologians such as al-Mufid and al-Ghazali, citing
the absolute transcendence of the divine essence and the unity of divine actions, rejected
the principle and justified the emanation of multiplicity be equating the divine action’s
relationship with all possibilities and denying the preference of the arbitrary.

Cite this article: Hassan Zadeh, Saleh, Alavi Rad, Mohammad Reza, Karbalaei Pazouki, Ali, V. (2025). Analysis of the Origin of
Denial of the Principle of Oneness in the Philosophical and Theological Tradition with an Emphasis on Mulla Sadra’s Innovations.
Theosophia Practica, 17(4), p. 153-185.

https://doi.org/10.22081/pwq.2026.73720.1266

Received: 2025/12/13 Type of article: Research Article

Revised: 2026/01/06 Publisher: Bagir al-Olum University

Accepted: 2026/01/09 https://pwq.bou.ac.ir/

Available online: 2026/03/20 ©2025/authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights


http://orcid.org/0000-0003-3874-469X
http://orcid.org/0009-0007-0428-0184
mailto:hasanzadeh@atu.ac.ir
mailto:m_alavirad@atu.ac.ir
mailto:karbalaei1383@yahoo.com

This research, employing a descriptive-analytical method with a comparative and
critical approach and utilizing library resources, first elucidates the concept of Oneness,
then examines the most important views of proponents and opponents of this principle,
critiques them in certain instances, and ultimately emphasizes the perspective of Mulal
Sadra (Mulla Sadra) and his innovations in this field. According to this research, the origin
of the denial of the Principle of Oneness lies in the lack of a correct understanding of the
true unity and simplicity of the essence of the necessary existent. The preferred view is
that of Mulla Sadra, who, by elevating the explanation of Oneness to a theophany-based
approach and conceiving emanation as a manifestation of the existence of the simply true
(Basit al-Haqigah), constructs a coherent system that is both in line with rational proof
and compatible with mystical intuition. In this perspective, multiplicity does not negate
unity but is rather a level of determination of the single truth. The relationship between the
one and the many is not one of lateral opposition but of longitudinal manifestation in the
course of existence.

Keywords: Principle of Oneness, Mulla Sadra, Shaykh al-Mufid, Al-Ghazali, Basit al-
Hagiqah, Theophany.
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