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Abstract

Avicenna restricts the acceptance of “modalities” (jiha, pl. juhdat) to conditional propositions
connected (muttasila) and considers their application in disjunctive (munfasila) propositions
invalid. Given the fundamental role of modality in analyzing the truth, permanence, and
necessity of propositions, Avicenna’s position creates a significant theoretical gap: if disjunctive
propositions, like connected ones, have quantifiers (sur), why can’t they possess modalities?
This article highlights this contradiction and pursues two central questions: First: Why, from
Avicenna’s perspective, cannot “contradiction” and “coincidence” be considered modalities
of disjunctive propositions? Second: Why do the well-known modalities of “necessity,”
“permanence,” and “possibility” not have the capacity to be applied to disjunctive propositions?
While the scholar Tusi (Khwaja Nasir al-Din Tast) offers a vague response by accepting the lack
of modalities in disjunctive propositions, this research demonstrates that a more precise answer
depends on two fundamental foundations in Avicenna’s thought: his specific understanding of
the nature of a disjunctive proposition and the reality of “disjunction” in contrast to Al-Farabi,
and the denial of a real distinction between necessity and permanence. Based on this, the article
argues that none of the four well-known modalities can be applied in a disjunctive proposition;
consequently, the division of disjunctive propositions into “with modality” (muwajjiha) and
“absolute” (mutlaga) is invalid from Avicenna’s perspective.
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