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Abstract

Some analytical philosophers, such as Russell and Wittgenstein I, believe that to overcome
the problems of mentalism, descriptive phrases in propositions referring to the external world
must end in a term in the subject area that refers to its object outside without evoking any
meaning in the mind and directly (Logical Atomism). Demonstrative pronouns and proper
nouns play such a role in the realm of vocabulary. In agreement with them, Donlan, Putnam,
and Kripke also proposed the causal theory of reference; Kripke believes that this kind of
denotation is not specific to particular things, but also applies to the reference of common
nouns to types of beings in the physical world, and provides reasons for his claim. This article
first explains the most important reasons for this theory using a descriptive-analytical method
and after criticizing them, presents the view of Islamic philosophy on the topic of “naming”
with emphasis and inspiration from the ideas of Allamah Mesbah Yazdi. This approach, by
analyzing the construction quality of particular (juz 7) and essential concepts, concludes that the
transfer through demonstrative pronouns and names is not fundamentally a direct transfer, but is
facilitated through the representation of aforementioned concepts. The important implications
of each of these two perspectives will also be examined.
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